Canine Coaching Ireland

LIFE SKILLS &

SOCIAL OBEDIENCE
AWARD
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Evaluating Your Dog’s Life Skills and Social Obedience
in Practical, Real-World Scenarios
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GENERAL INFORMATION

The purpose of evaluating your dog's social obedience is
to ensure that your training has been effective and is
useful in real-life scenarios.

There is little benefit in teaching your dog a solid sit,
stay, or down command if these skills cannot be applied
In everyday situations.

THE AWARD

To receive the award, the dog must
successfully pass all areas of the test.
This award will include a Social Obedience
Award

Rosette and a Certificate.

ASSESSMENT

Assessment days will be scheduled throughout the year, or
you have the option to request an assessment during a
training session. The Assessor will verify that each dog
meets the necessary standards to successfully perform
the designated exercises.

Each exercise will be graded as either PASSED or NEEDS

IMPROVEMENT. To qualify for the award, the dog must
achieve a PASS in all exercises.

Fees for Award Certificate & Rosette: €20 per dog



REQUIREMENTS

e Dogs are required to wear a collar and flat leash during
their assessment.

e Dog owners must provide an identity tag on their pet
that includes their contact information.

e Handlers should be a minimum of 12 years old, except
for those managing dogs listed as Restricted Breeds. In
such cases, handlers must be over 16 years old and
able to control the dog while ensuring it is fitted with
an appropriate muzzle.

e Treats may be offered to the dog at the end of each
exercise, but may not be used during the assessment.

ELIGIBILITY

e There is no age restriction for dogs participating in the Social
Obedience Award Test.

e This Award is available to all dogs.

e Dogs on the restricted breed list must wear a muzzle during
their test if they are over six months old, in accordance with
legal requirements.

Rewards can be held in hand or pocket, and dogs may be
rewarded at the conclusion of each exercise.



AWARD EXERCISES

EXERCISE 1: POLITE GREETINGS

The dog must remain calm and composed while on a loose
leash, as the handler engages in a brief conversation with
another individual.

The dog should not leap up at the person, and must keep
their feet on the ground. The handler may cue their dog to
sit or lie down during the conversation if desired.

Food rewards may not be given until the conversation is
over and the individual has walked away.

Duration: 1 minute.

EXERCISE 2: WALK ON THE LEAD

The dog should walk on a loose lead in a controlled way
when passing by another person with a calm dog. It's
crucial to maintain slack on the lead at all times, ensuring
there is no tension. The owner or handler may engage in
conversation with the dog during the walk.

A close heel position is not required.

Distance: Approximately 10 meters
Distraction: Passing another dog



AWARD EXERCISES

EXERCISE 3: STAY

The handler will instruct the dog to stay in a stationary
position, whether sitting, lying down, or standing.

Next, the handler will take 5 - 10 steps away from the dog,
kneel or crouch, and either pick up litter or capture a
photograph of the dog.

The dog must maintain their position until the handler
returns to them.

For safety, dogs may be on a long line/recall leash for this
part of the test.

Duration: 10-20 seconds

EXERCISE 4: RECALL

The handler will allow their dog to explore the surroundings.
Once the dog is at a short distance, the assessor will ask the
handler to calmly and gently call the dog back.

The dog should return to the handler.

During the return, the dog can receive plenty of praise and
encouragement, food rewards may also be given once the
dog has returned.

For safety, recall assessment can be conducted indoors or
on a long line/recall lead if necessary.



AWARD EXERCISES

EXERCISE 5: BODY HANDLING

The dog should stay calm while the handler inspects their
ears, teeth, paws, and tail. Additionally, the dog must
permit the handler to brush their coat while remaining at
ease.

Duration: approximately 1 minute.

EXERCISE 6: TRANSPORTATION

The dog should demonstrate comfort and relaxation while
seated in a stationary car accompanied by their owner and
the assessor.

It is essential for the dog to stay calm, remaining still while
equipped with suitable safety gear, such as a seat belt
harness or secured within a travel crate.

Duration: approximately 3 minute.
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